
Grounds and Environmental Services Committee

Date:  10th September 2018 

Title: The use of herbicides and pesticides 

Purpose of the Report: To seek Member endorsement to ban the 
use of some herbicides across the 
town’s parks and open spaces.

Contact Officer: Ian Haynes – Head of Grounds and 
Environmental Services

Corporate Objective/s LLTC Three Year Plan – Aim 3.

“To provide great public open spaces, varied 
opportunities for sport and leisure and to exceed 
expectations in delivering cemetery and allotment 

services”

Implications:
Financial √ Within existing budget
Human Resources None
Operational/Service 
delivery

None

Procedural/Legal None
Risk/Health and Safety None

1. RECOMMENDATION/S

Should members be minded, the proposals are:

1.1 To note the report.

1.2 To endorse until further notice, a self-imposed ban on the use of 
chemicals containing Glyphosate.

1.3 To endorse that officers lead on the discussions about a town-wide ban 
of Glyphosate in all of the town’s public spaces under the control of 
Central Bedfordshire Council.

2. BACKGROUND



 
2.1 There have been rising concerns about Glyphosate, which is a broad-spectrum 

systemic herbicide. It is believed to have been linked to a variety of health 
problems. Studies have also reported negative environmental impacts. The 
scientific evidence available at present is at best contradictory.

2.2 The Town Council, is not alone in considering voting to voluntarily ban the use 
of glyphosate across the town’s public spaces and in the light of the mounting 
concerns, it is felt that the Town Council should not use glyphosate on its own 
land or any other land (including streets), pending the outcome of further 
research, EU decisions and UK legislation & guidance.

3. CONSIDERATIONS

3.1 Glyphosate is a mass-produced, world-wide herbicide; and has been used to 
manage & control unwanted plants and grasses in towns and cities since it was 
re-patented in 1969. It is the main active ingredient the world’s best-selling 
weed-killer and is widely-used by local authorities, the agricultural industry and 
the domestic market. Glyphosate has been granted an extension to its 
European licence. 

3.2 Nevertheless, it is believed that the discussion about the health risks posed by 
Glyphosate are set to continue. Because of these concerns, there are now high 
profile, international campaigns asking for bans on Glyphosate. And the 
Pesticide Action Network UK (PAN-UK) has launched a national anti-
glyphosate campaign in the United Kingdom, encouraging pesticide-free towns 
and cities. 

 
3.3 In Europe, Holland, Denmark & Sweden have banned or restricted the use of 

Glyphosate herbicides by local authorities – and a total of 7 EU states already 
have extensive bans in place. And the evidence has been enough to convince 
some cities, including Chicago and Paris, to make their public spaces 
glyphosate-free. Vancouver has gone a step further, altogether banning the 
public and private use of herbicides including Glyphosate, aside from the 
treatment of invasive weeds like Japanese knotweed. 

 
3.4 Both Glastonbury Town Council and Frome Town Council have voted to ban 

the use of glyphosate across their town’s public spaces. Even more recently, 
Hammersmith & Fulham Council banned the use of glyphosate in the public 
spaces throughout its borough – a precautionary step to ‘protect residents’ 
health’ and become ‘the greenest local authority in the country’. 

 
3.5 In doing so, H&F commented: ‘While there is some debate over the health risks 

of glyphosate-based chemicals, there is no debate that… the health and well-
being of our residents is our priority and we recognise the importance of a green 
agenda in better supporting that’. 

 
3.6 As stated, the scientific evidence available at present is contradictory – findings 

have divided scientists, governments and international agencies; and Public 



 
Health England’s current advice is that glyphosate, if used in accordance with 
standard practice, is not a risk to public health.

4. RECOMMENDATIONS

4.1 It is Officers recommendation that in the light of mounting concerns, it is felt that 
the Town Council should look at using different herbicides such as Nonanoic 
acid and Acetic acid which are organic based compounds mixed with non-
selective residual broad-spectrum herbicide such as Katana will give long 
lasting effects similar to those of Glyphosate.

4.2 Officers will also continue to reduce the amount of herbicides and pesticides 
used by the Grounds and Environmental Services.

CONCLUSIONS

5.1 Whilst the proposed chemical alternatives are more expensive it is believed that 
by voluntarily imposing a restriction on the use of certain chemicals is being 
done in the best interests of the Town, its visitors and residents alike.


